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Wherein 


I. Thoſe Vices are deſcrib'd and reproy'd. 


1. Both Magiſtrates and Private Perſons are exci- 
red to their Duty in order to the Supprefling 
e'm by the Execution of the late A& of Par- 
liament againſt cm. 


HI. And the Obje&ions commonly rais'd againſt — 
the preſent praftice of Private Informations | 
are modeſtly conſider'd. 
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DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 
Prophane SWEARING and (CURSING. 


Hope I need not make any long apology for a Diſcourſe oh 
J this /abjeF. Where an Epidemical Diſtemper reigns, no mah 
can, be blam'd for his regular endeavours, either to cure the 
Infetcd Perfons themſelves, or to ſtop the ſpreading of the fatal 
Contagion to others. And I fear, as to theſe Vices the InſeQion is 
roo general, and the Diſcaſe too deeply rooted, to render any at- 
tempts unneceſſary that are truly condacive to attain the propoſed 
end. And for the method inſiſted on in this Diſcourſe, I ſhall only 
fuggeſt, That I thought it needful firſt to lay open the Nature of 
theſe deteſtable Sins (as the late 44 of Parliamest juſtly calls them); 
Partly, That if poflible Men's Convition concerning the abfurdity 
and folly of em, may happily prevent the occaſion of pexal ſeverities 
{ which how gentle ſocver are never. any farther deſirable then 
they are abſolutely neceſſary). Partly, To fatisfy all unprejudic'e 
perſons that thoſe concern'd in promoting the Execution of this 
Law, are ated by no other principles then their regular Zeal for 
the honour of Almighty God, and their ſincere Charity to the Offen- 
aors themſelves, the generality of whom,'tis to be feared, are roo ſtu- 
pid and hardned in their wretched praCtice to be reaſon'd out of it, 
and ſeem only capable of this laſt and harſheſt method of Cure. 
I ſhall cherefore in proſecution of my preſent Deſign treat 'on 
theſe 3 general Heads. 
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. I. 7 feal briefly repreſent the hainous Nature of thoſe two common. 


VTees of the "Age, "Profthne Swearing and Curfmg m order to diſſuade 


men ſrem the praftice of them. 


IT. 7 fall offer ſomething to exeite both Magiſtrates and private- 
perſons to their duty, in order to the ſuppreſſing theſe Vices by the. 


Execution. of the Law lately made againſt them. 
"I 7 /$:11 modeſtly examine what ground there is for the loud Com- 


Paints lately made againſt C landefline Informations. 


T. 7 ſhall briefly repreſent the hainouſneſs of thoſe two common. 
Vixes of the. Age, Profane Swearing\ and Curſrng in-ordev to diſſaade 


men from the prattice of them. 

»., And to;prepare my way for this, Ir will be requiſite to premiſe 
ſome account of. the'natyre of thele Sins by ſtating the.true notions 
al, them. , And 

-. Firſt, 'For. the Sin of Profaye Swearing, We ſhall the morg 
$47 apprehend what it is, it we fitſt conſider, the nature of an 


WH 


Rl in, SNCCUL. (01 7 | | 
| (Ing: 5, has been: defiad by, the Maſters of Heathen Mo- 


rajic Ys.  Religzous . affirmation, or  Accalling the Deity to witneſs. 


in 4.controverted matter. And it has been defin'd by. the genera- 


licy of Chriſtian Writers to the. ſame purpoſe, 4» appeal ro ſome- 


Supernatural Power, as the witneſs-of . the truth of wht we affirm.or 


Premiſe, and the avenger of - cur falſhood and perfidivuſyeſs if we tye.. 
And indeed all do agree, that ſuch an Appeal is an Oath in thie 


"moſt ſtri and proper ſenſe. 
Bur this account .of an Oath ſeems only to agree to thoſe where- 


1m.we ſwear by ſome real or ſuppoſed Deity, or at.leaſt ſome la-- 


" habitant of the. inviſible World, that. cannot be;prodic'c as'a wit- 
nefs here.on Earth,. Whereas men may ſwear by inanimate and 
ioſenſible Creatures themſelves, who are not capable.of giving, any 
Teſtimony ar. all ro the truth of what they, fay. 

Thus the Heathens were wont to ſwear by the. Heavens or 

"the Earth, by the Sun or the Stars, "Sc. ' The Jews by Feruſalem, 

the Temple, or the Alrar, &c. And therefore thoſe - who place 


the.nazure of an Oath in ſuch ag Appeal to a higher witneſs that is. 
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not producible in human Courts of Judieature, do ſuppoſe that 


fuch expreſſions, as by the Heavens, :by the Earth, '@c. are only 
Oaths in an improper ſenſe, or rather the abuſe. of an Oath, being 
ſenſeleſs appeals ro thoſe things asthe witneſſes of the truth of what 
we: ſpeak that are not capable of giving any ſuch Teſtimony, 
But-on the other hiind, : ſince ſuch expreſſions were accounted 
Baths inthe common. judgment of mankind, and our Saviour him- 
ſelf mentions them. as proper Inſtances of Swearing, ( See 5. Matth. 
J4, 35, &c. compared with 5: Fames 12.) others: have rather 
choſento give ſuch. an extenſive notion of-an-Qath as. may-include 
theſe as proper Inftances of Swearing, and. therefore define an 
Oath robe, 7he: pawning ſome ſuppoſed undoubted being as a pledy 
of the truth of what we ſay, with an implicit imprecation of ſame penalty. 


ou or) ſelves. in caſe we lye. Thus as when men ſwear by: Gad they 


pawnhis Being 6z.perfeCions for the truth of-whatthey declare, and 
in cfie&-wiſhrif they lyero be dealt with as thoſe that deny them ; 
ſo when they ſwear by the Heavens: or the Earth, | by the Sun-or 
Stars, &c. 'The meaning of the Oath is, as: ſure as there is a Hea- 
ven and Earth, : a-Sun'or:Stars,; ſo truc-is. what: ſpeak; and it-.[ 
lye, ' let me be. eſteem'd and dealt with as if I had:impudently 
deny'd the exiſtence of theſe things. /:So. when men ſwear by their 
Faith or Conſcience, or hope.6t Salvatior,..they do in, cffe&t pawn 
theſe for the. truth. of their aſſertions or promiſes, . and in effe&t 


Wiſh if they lye to be treated as. perſons that have: renounce. all 


peetenſtons to Faith, .to Conſcience, .or to the. Hope of Salvation. 
So when Men ſwear by their Head,.. they make. that a. kind:of 


-pledg of: the truth of. what: they ſpeak; and vertually:imptecats 


ſome miſchief on it in caſe they lye. - So that this. latter deſcripti- 


: on of--an Oath-ſeems at: firſt ſomewhat . different fromthe former, 
. and:morg compichenſive ;:' and> indecd it what is. call'd ſwearing 
\ by Creatures, be inthe: ſtrict and proper ſenſe an Oath, -this-ſectns 
-\the more-clear and accurate account of: it. 


But yet we may in a great meaſure reconcile theſe two deſctip- 


: tions-of an Oath, and make *<m of equal extent; it we: take what 
-.our: Saviour :ſuggeſts/in-reference to twearing by Creatures. in.its 


wmoſt latitude, viz. That on the/account of that relation they all 
, B 2. ſome 
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'fom&:Way or ther bear'to God, there is in all ſwearing by Crea- 
'Tures,: tho not an expreſs yet an implicit Invocation of God and ap- 
peal; co him. - Thus he charges thoſe that ſwore by the Heavens 
or the: Earth, | as" vertually and-by quſt conſtrution ſwearing by 
that God, -whoſe Throne the one, and whoſe Footſtool the other 
was: Nay he ſuppoſes thoſe that ſwore by their Head, implicitly 
-to ſwear by that God whoſe workmanſhipiit was, ſince we our ſelves 
cou'd not-make one Hair of it black or white, Matth. 5.. 34,35,36. 
.compard with Marth. 23. 21,22: For he ſpeaks this (as Dr. Perte 
1n his various LeQions well obſerves) in oppoſition to the Jewiſh 
Dodtors, who did not think ſwearing by Creatures to be properly 
*Oaths, nor to have any-obligatory vertue. For they rhought no 
'Oaths binding but thoſe.in which they ſwore by the name of God, 


(excepting their- Oath by the Gold of the Temple and Corbas, 


See Marth. z3.)., And therefore our Lord on the contrary inti- 
mates to-them, That God himſelf was intereſſed whenever they 
{wore by any of his'Creatures; For ſince they cou'd bear no pro- 
per teſtimony ro the truth of their Aſſertions, or Promiſes, The 
Appeal was implicitly and by jaſt interpretation made to him, and 
he was concern'd to puniſh che falſe Appellant. So that whoever 


Sy ſuch Swearing pawns any of '\Gods Creatures for the Truth of 


his Words; do's vertually call their Maker to be his Witneſs, and 
engage him to avenge the Indignity offer'd to his own works, when 


they are abuſed to countenance our-lying and falſhood. Ir is not 
.therefore of any great moment: as to our practice whether of theſe 


two notions of an Oath |we. prefer and foll6w. 
Having thus ſtared the-general Notion of an'Oarh, we may more 
<ealily;derermine what profane Swearing is. 

[Tiere is ſome Swearivg init ſelf finſul and profane, , and can 


mever'de lawſully uſed on any occaſion, As the ſwearing: by a'falſe . 
God; becauſe ſuch an Oath attributes che-perfſeRions of :the' only 


true God to a contemptible /ds/, which-is a high degree of Blzſ- 


But on the other hand, our Swearing by the true God, is cicher 
fawful and: good, or finſal and profane, according'to the circumſtan- 
ces" wherein that aCtion is uſed. o! flo; - 
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(5 ) 
"if 'o fear By the Bleed Ged, is lo far from being in'its'6Wwn'ria- 
ture 'anfev7/ or improns ation, that on the contraty when" ufed on 
juſt and neceſſary occaſions, 'tis an aQtion highly conducive to the 
honour of God, and to the publick Good.” 'Tis an ation highly 
 cdnductve to the' hoyour of God, .Whiofe glorious perſeCions are open 
ly acknowledged inthoſe ſolemn. regular Appeals We make co hirh, 
in ſuch importanr.cafes wherein thete is no ather way leſt to'cdn- 
firm the truth of what we ſpeak. And in ſuch caſes the Jews were 
by the Law of Moſes not only ' perniitted but requird to fivear by 
the Name bf God, Der. 6. 13. That being'one Branch of the Reli- 
gious Worſhip due to him. | Nay *cis ah ation no leſs conducive ts 
the publitk good. ' It being one of the moſt proper and 'effeftual 
-mgans to end ſtriſes and controverſies among Men, by confirming 
the'truth of whar they ſpeak, Zeb. '6. 13, For fince in'fo mani- 
fold caſes we muſt depend on human Teſtimonies for'finding otit 
Ttuth, we can have rio greater aſſurance that men ſpeak cruly, theh 
when they ſolemnly appeal ro'God as the Witneſs of "ir, and their 
dreadful Ayenger if they lye. . For 'tis reaſ0hably ſuppoſed that if 
ary thing can oblige Men to a ſtrift regard to Truth, in what they 
deliberarely affirm, 'this awful Bond will.” And Chatity prompts 
usto hope that there are but few whoſe Conſciences are fo ſear'd 
as to'have no reyerence for an Oath,  atid no dread of, God's ter- 
rible Vengeance againſt thoſe that by Perjury abuſe his ſacred Name 

to'the ſupport of known falſhood. | 
And accordingly the Holy Scriptotes abound with the Examples 
JET men's ſwearing on ſuch ſolemn occaſions. The inftances 
itthe 0/4 Teſtament are numerous, ' Nay, even the New Teſtament 
contains frequent'Exampleg of this Kind,' even after the ſtri&t gene: 
ral prohibicion of our Saviour, Swear not at all. For learned Cri- 
ticks have made it evident, That our Saviour himſelt did thus 
fwear when adjur d by the High Prieſt, Matth. 26. 62,63,64. com- 
par'd with Lev. 5. 1. And there is no pretence 'to doubr'of this 
being ſeveral times pratiſed by the'Apoſtle Paul in his Epiſtles: 
Sec 2'Cor. rr. 31, 1 Rom. 9. 1 Gal. 20. 2 Cor.1.23. 1 Theſ. 
5.27. Andas the Quakers are the only people that pretend co 
deny the tawſulneſs of ſwearing, oY interpreting our Sayiours pro- 
| hibition 
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dirs ff inthe. ok Tp s fo 16 on; bes. that thay {S herein: 
cooliſt Ve3 they do themſelves frequent! 
make Þ Gly Proning my Fa for the Truth & ral Dy oi 4 
Barclay himſelf rells us ,, Tiny che Thu Firs ſolemn oreaions to 
on Jay a, Y/@ Jpeak: the Truth in the fear of God and" 
*, «bee 4 Hh ki AM Id is our Witnc o/5 and.the ſearcher- 
' Fol. B. $5.3+ 1.1 01. 04, powlagy ;He. dos rh ou deny. this -r0.. 
"be an Oath, (as he dos the forementioned. 
Expreſſions of - the Apoſile Paul) but I take his. denyal to; be: 
contrary. to & common. op of, mankind concerning the .nature 
KY 1mport. © Han LORD! Q that. La orpots the ae of wid Other 
the: c/ of, Swearing uſed amon us, that che cem- 
pr Seb rank it 4 " a 
Nt iS Swearing qt Creatures on ſuch occaſions unlawful in it [elf,. 
when: the Creature is, only. named in ſuborgination to Gods ſo that. 
© wh aA ſelf is i epdncy in anos an fined ro him. Thus- 
and Earth te record againſt, 
des. i 2 he had [0 Bc em lifp'and death, Deut.. 30. 
I 9, 21,2 annah ſwears to. Ely, As.thy. Soul liveth, my Lord, 
Lam. the. man —_— ood by thee here, praying to the Lord. 1 Sam. 
20, Zim re A Sow 26 er20P Wrath 2 Sam. LI. 11. — 
So.in- ur-commonF orm-of, hoy RAGVE e, theſe Words,” Se 7k 4 
ene Go, 14nd the. Contents of - this ook; it. has been uſual wit 
good 1 men in order to their vindication = groſs publick.Calum- 
nics, tocall Gadz Ax 2 Mex,.to atteſt the Truth of, what they 
offer in. their own.; me 
"Now that Swearing. (by ( Got Or. his Creatures) which-is.in its 
ſell lawful, when wag in.A Jalenw.1 Manner. on.ſo important occaſions, | 
degenerates into, /ixful or profane Swearing, when'tis us'd inour or-. 
dinary Converſe. without-any ſuch due ſeriouſneſs and ſo/emnity or 
any juſt occaſion "Wy ſhou'd apa r-ic,needfu]. co. attain the toremen- 
tioned. ends.. For as ſacred. ngs are. ſaid to. be profar'd when. 
they are irreverently manap'd and. proſticuted.to. any mean or wile: - 
uſe,: ſo is an Oath profan'd,. when we treat.this awjul att ef Religi- 
ous Worſhip, with lictls reſped, as to, proſtitute it ro.common And. 
mean purpoſes, in attsſting our. ordinary Diſcourle ; ua; | 
ou'g . 
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(2) 
ſhou'd never. be. us'd but where there; is apparent need of+it to 
confirm ſome doubted Truth: chat muſt be derermin'd by human: 
Teſtimony. And the more expreſsly the Name of God himſelf is 
Invocated in ſuch Oaths, the profaneneſs of them is more evident 
and unconteſtable. For 'cis a manifeſt Indignity. to that High and 
Glorious Being that his Sacred Name ſhou'd be thus interpog'd, and 
raſh Appeals made to him upon every frivolous occaſion, meer!y to- 
vent our irrcgular hear, or- to give credit to every trifling Aſſerti- 
on in our common Converſation. Nay even when we do not make 
any explicit Appeal to God, 'cis yet a real pollution of his glorious 
and adorable Name, ' when we.raſhly toſs it in our Mouths tor no 
other purpoſe then to ſignify , ſome fooliſh Wonder, or expreſs 
ſome idle Paſſion, or-applaud ſome vain Jelt. Thus, O Lord, and 
O God, are common in the Mouths of many when they ſerve to 
Pore end, bur to ful up an. empty gap. in their ordinary Dif- 
courſe. | 

Secondly, For the. ſin of profane Cur/ing, the notion of it is more 
plain and obvious. 

'Tis indeed true that if- we take Car/ing in a large ſenſe we can- 
not abſolutely condemn it as ſinful; For 

r. If we give the Name. of \C«rſesito all thoſe Dexunciations of 
the Vengeance of God againſt. Sinners which are utter d by aprophetick 
Spirit, There is no doubt of the lawtulneſs of ſuch Curles. 

And indeed *cis highly- probable that many of thoſe expreſſions 
which occur in the Pſalms, and which our Tranſlation makes to 


- be Imprecations are no other then prediftions of thoſe Evils to the 


Churches Enemies which the Spirit of God-dictated.to the Inſpiz 
red Penmen. And the Original dos much favour this ſuppoſition ; 
thoſe expreſſions being uſually not in the Imperative Mood, but in 
the Future Tenſe of the Indicative, and may be more properly. 
rendred, Mine Enemies ſhall be confounded, then, let them be ſo. 

2. All Carfing is not Cnlawſul,. that dos imply the wiſhing ſome- 
kind of Evil to others. 

For doubtleſs we may in- reference to the Enemies of the true 
Religion, and indecd to all wicked and miſchicvous perſons, with? 
out. the lcaſt violation. of. the great Law of . Charicy, wiſh diſap» 
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'Poinitment- in "their perni obo andEnretprizes, and 'the 
Fare and confufion thar/ſuch fruſtration of their attemps will occa- 

Nay in any caſe-of publick Conteſts wherein' the intereſt of 
true Religion or of important civil Righris concern'd, ' we may law- 
fully wiſh and pray for ſucceſs ro thoſe' who'eſpouſe the juſt and 
righteous ſide of 'the Cauſe, againſt thoſe that wow'd either fab. 
vert the true'Religion or invade and oppteſs the civil'Rights of 'o- 
thers. Nay'this ſeems conſiſtent with Charity, whether ſuch Per- 
feeutors and Oppreſſors be ſuppoſed 'incorrigible or not. 'For if 
meorrigible, their overthrow is a very deſirable publick' Bleflinp. 


And'it corrigible,” their ill fucceſs'is the moſt likely means ro con-' 


vince and retorm'Fm, as their proſperous one would'be'to harden 
&'m. 

And to the one or other of theſe Heads, we may reduce all 
thoſe. Imprecations againſt. their Enemies that the + Penmen of 
'the Pſalms uſe, without ſuppoſing any thing in e'm contrary to the 
meek and forgiving diſpoſition which 'the Law of Chriſt 'ſo poſi; 
tively enjoyns. | | 

There are indeed ſome Car/es us'd by good men'in Scripture 
that do not belong to theſe Heads. Such as thoſe of Fob and of 
Feremy chiefly level'd | againft the Joy of their birth, Fob, 3. Fer. 
£0. "Bur then 1 think-we are under no obligation to juſtify them. 
"They ſeem rather mention'd for our caution as inſtances of human 
Inffirmiry, of too greatimpatience and diſcontent-under the preſſure 
of their-preſent afflictions. | 

The Curfing then which the Scriptures condemn ( and which 
this Actof Parliament refers to) implies ſuch raſh Wiſhes of Evil 
to others or our ſelves which we utter either in our paſſion or from a 
Spirit of malice and revenge, or from a meer pleaſure in ſuch hellifh 
Language. 

And it falls under the notion of profaxe Curfing, as we either di- 
retly and expreſsly, or by juſt cenſtrufion ſollicit the Vengeance 
-of God for the inflition of ſuch miſchieſs on others or our ſelyes. 
And the preater the miſchiefs are which we thus raſhly imprecare, 
and the more eminently the Juſtice of God is concern'd fn the ex- 
ccution -of em, the higher is the degree of profazcne/ſs. So oo 
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(9) 
the common Exprefſions-which Curſers now -uſe, whan they-call 
on God. to. damn themſelves or. others, contain the moſt horrid guile. 
that this Sin can eafily admit of. - And truly that other phraſe falls 
little ſhort of it, by which Men-ſo often give themſelves or others, 
to the Devi/, who is conſider'd in ſuch wretched 1mprecations as 
the Exccutioner of-Divine Juſtice. | 

Having ſtated the general 'notion of proſane Swearing and 
Curſing, I come now to offer a few Arguments to diſſuade men 
from the pratice-of them. 

And thoſe ſhall be drawn, from the Zxpreſ5 prohibition 'of theſe 
ins, (rom the imtrinfick Evil and. pernicious tendency of them, from 
the Threatnings of God: denounc't againſt them, and from the weak- 
weſs and folly of the pretences alledg d to excuſe or extenuate- them. 

-Firff 1 begin with the expreſs probibition of theſe Yices. 

Thus for: common Swearing, that this is-prehibired by the Law 
of God can be doubted by none that own the divine authority of 
the Holy Scriptures. ' Jt we ſuppoſe ( with che-generality.,of  Ex- 
politors ) that our Saviour's Sermon/in the Mount gives us an [n. 
terpretation of rather then an addition to the precepts of the Deca- 
Jogue, there is no queſtion but - common ſwearing is one inftance of 
taking God's Holy Name in vain forbidden in the Third Command. 
Bur-none ever pretended to. deny, that, our Savicur here forbids 
all-ſuch Common Sivearing, . When he ſo ſtritly charges/us nor to 
Swear at all, when he enjoyns that-our Communication be Tea, Tea, 
Nay, Nay, and adds this reaſon of it, For whatſoever is more than 
theſe cemes of evil, Sec Matth. 5. from verſ. 34. to 38, For he de. 
livers this charge in oppoſition. ro, the Fewiſh Defors, who them. 
ſelves thought ſwearing by the Name of God in their ordinary con. 
werle un/awjal, but made greater allowance for what they account- 


ed ſmaller. Oaths, as ſwearing by Creatures Without any expreſs ap- 


peal ro God or:mention of him. And ſince-our Lord condemns all 
{eſjer Oaths in common'Converſe, he-muſt in all reaſon be under- 
flood much: more to forbid, all common. ſwearing by the. Name of 
God. And 'tis evident-that the Apokle Fames aa os wx 
words of our Saviour, When. ke. delivers the like prohibition in fo 
peremptory-and comprehenſive Expreſſions , But above all things, 

D my 
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ay Brethrew, feds net; ncither &) Heaven, ner by Barth, neither 
by iniy other Oath. But let your-Tea be Tea, amid your Nay be Noy,@c. 
Fihre?:5: 12: So that no man'.can doubr of common ſwearing be- 
inp a plain} violation of the Law of Chrift. And 'cis ſuch-a one as 
is maniteſtly wilful. Fyery man. can eaſily forbear it- he pleaſe to. 
ſpeak irreverently of his Earthly Prince, and ſure he may as eaſi-. 
ly forbear to treat with the like bold irreverence the ſacred Name 
&f the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven. 

Nor. is. raſh Curing lefs evidently forbidden, Thus we are. 
charg'd by the Ap. Paal, Bleſs and Curſe nit: Rom. 12.14. And 
fore if we were allow'd to curſe any, it ſhou'd be thoſe that are 
atr-unreaſonable and malicious Exemies: But we muſt be ſo far 
front wiſhing” Evit to them that on-che- contrary. we are enjoyr'd; 
To, love our Enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, to ds good to them. 
dþat- hate. us, and to pray.for them. that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute. 
«5, Matth. 5. 44. And accordingly-the Ap. Fames mentions Carfing. 
as one'great inſtance and proof. of | the Towgie's being an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poiſon. Fam: 3. 8,9:  And'cis fo heinous an Evil in 
the P/almift's Judgment, that he-gives this as the genuine echara- 
Fer. of a Wicked Perſon, '7hat his-mouth is full of curſing, P{:10. 
7. And no'wender-when this Sin is ſo oppofice to that Love of 
our Neighbour which is the furi( of - al} che Duties 'of | the ſecond 
Table. And for- that' ſin 'of' a man's curfing bimſeif; "cis evidently. 
includedand imply'd in the foremention'd prohibitions. - And if ir 
be not fo 'exprefsly mention'd, 'tis only. becauſe 'tis roo unnatural 
2.Crime to.need any explicit condemnation. And indeed itargues- 
a;monſtrous depencracy.of human'Nature that any man ſhou'd be . 
found puilty of ie. 
- Thoſethen muſt needs be inexeuſable whoprofeſs their veneration - 
for the authority of our-blefſed Saviour, and yer allow themſelves. 
in the perverſe violation of . Preeeprs ſo plain, ſo juſt, and ſo eafic 
to be obſerv'd; Sure ſuch perſons ſhou'd be ſenſible ot-the notori- - 
ous inconſiſtency.of their common prafice with the ſineericy of 
their-profeſſion..  To'bs a Chiiftian, and yera common Mufderer, 
Adeltertr, Whoremonger, Thief, Drunhard, Oc. look at firſt view. 
wry. ncenparid/e.: And ſure it is at hard to reconcils a Man's being | 
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+ Chriſtian with his being 2-commen.Swearer or Curſer.! So that if 
Men will not. renounce theſe Vices, they. wou'd in ſome reſpaty 
do more right: to Chriſt and his Holy Religion by openly renoun- 
cing his Name, and caſting off that honourable Livery of his, 
which they. only. diſgrace and ſtain by wearing of it, 

Secondly, I wou'd fartherargue againſt theſe Vices from: the ix 
trinſick evil and pernicioas tendency-of e'm. | ', || 6 

I begin with Common-ſweering 4; and: I' here chiefly, intend that / 
Swearing wherein. the Name of God is more. cxpreſsly us'd and 
which is therefore eſpecially call'd Proſane Swearing , . and of the 
malignant nature and tendency of this Sin, I ſhall only among ma- 
ny others mention.the following inſtances, re 

r. 1 have already ſupgeſted, That common ſmearing des in the ve- 
ry nature of it, debaſe a ſolemy atÞ of Religzous War fbip by proftitu- 
ting it to a common and mean uſe. TY 

'Tis only ſome momentous occaſion and. urgent neceſſity. can 
warrant ſuch ſolemn Appeals to God, and.-they-ſhoutd |be made 
with all appearance of - profound, Awe! and Reverence, -. So that 
this at of Divine Worſhip-is: projan'd. and; expos'd. to contempr, 
when us'd in a raſh or trifling- manner, without any ſubſerviency 
to ſuch a valuable end. But 

2. Common ſwearing argues! 4 wank of due Reverence towards God 
is the mind. of. the ſpeaker, and:tends to abate it inthe mind of the- 
Hearers. 3 RAWNES 07 eng; wn 217 601 

For it cannot be eafily' conceiv'd that that Man's Soul. is-habitu- 
ated to awſul apprehenſfions/of ſo great and terrible a Maje/fty, who 
can ordinarily allow himſelf to ?rifle with his fearlul-and reverend 
Name, and dare preſume,upon'every rival occaliqn to-make raſb 
Appeals to his all ſeeing Eye, and to-his evenging Juice, For ſure 
none that has a real and proſound veneration tor ſo adorable a Being, . 
wou'd ever make this uſe of his Name without holy-trembling and 
dread, and without great deliberation both-concerning the. Truth 
of what he ſpeaks, and the-zuſt Qccafion: of interpoſing him as the 
Witneſs of it. Whar then-can we conclude concerning ſuch as dare 
upon every flight occaſion make a.common By: word of his dread- 
{ul Name, ſuch as never auger to call the ſovercign Judg * the 

> 2 whole. 
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whols Exrth'to'arteft and*avouch their ordinary Talk, and ſtand 
Giidrantee Tor the truth'of /all* their trifling Aſfertions, but thar 
there'is no'ſear of himbefore their" Eyes," no ſenſe'of his uncon- 
ecivable'grearnels and'glory*upon their Hearts? How dcſpieable 
is that Sovereign Majeſty in thy efleem, when thou dareſt with fo 
high a/ preſamption -abuſe thoſe ſacred: Titles of his' ro rant-and 
bluſter _ oat ſhou'd nt: be! menition'd wirhaur-protound\ha- 
milit ity ard ea&?> Ts'this ſuch an! Fiallowing "his Glorious Name as 
he Ar mrbiednetyr ofren'ropray'tor,- ro rreat it with 
leſs reſpe& then thou woud'ſt the name of thy Prince or thy Fa. 
ther, 'nay to defile it by making it ſerve ſo vile an end as the vent- 
ing = unruly Paſſion, whenever it prompts thee to rage &: ſtorm 
aga inſt thy {Gow-Creatures? 'Can thoſe 'be rhoughr: ro ſtand in 
awe of that bleſſed [arid* 6nly-Potentare, the'King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, who are not afraid to'bandy abour his adorable 
Name, asif that were iitended to be aeuſay gooey ſcorn and ſport 
of a-leud and religions age? -/ ©! * 

"And as chis argues ſuch lrreverence WATFY God: inthe Swearer, 
16/it rends to corrupt the minds of thoſe 'thathear: him. - For they 
are thereby (fofar-as the Sweaters Example can influence and ins 
ſet &m) tempted to the ſame ſlight apprehenſions of 'that glori- 
rempe 6f his: Ominiſcience and Juftice, -thar 
he. Swearet evidetices by his bold\and-profane\abuſc: of” his holy 
Name. So that 'cis no thanks to the common Swearer that th 
he conyerſes with retain arfy'awe of "God upon their minds, "when 
they hear hin dayly oppo Je copply wu pope rerei rene and inſo- 
pa moi ym 36 B22 LID SONY 01.419 


Fans at 740 
| Tis chechuraRtes Jes vid Man, «ies He wage an pt Fcelef. 
{2+ #nd therefore as'he will not needleſsly ſwear 'at all, ſo when 
he muſt'doir'; 7 hethas the ſirifteft regard pollible To the'1rurh of 
what he affirms, ot fireerity of what he promiſes undet ſuch/ati'aw- 
ful-Bond. Bur now *cis evident that common Swearers ' are ſeldom 
-Or never very critical -in examining the -Iruth-et- thoſe ay” 
Allcrs 
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Aſcrtions, which they raſhly interpoſe the Nime of God to wir- 
rant and confirm. It cannot reaſonably be thought they ſhou'd 
be fo very cautious in all they ſpeak at random, and *eſpecially 
under the tranſport of paſſion, 'when of all times'they are prone to 


ſwear the fafte/. So that if once a Man come fo far by the 


tabicual praftice of this Sin, as to make no Conſcience of uſing 
Oaths to atre(t all thar he utrers in'the hoat of Diſcourſe, ( when 
he has ncither leiſure nor ſufficient ſedarteneſs of mind to enquite 
warily into the truth of what'he ſaith), He gives us juſt ground to 
conclude that he makes little matter of an Oath, ſince he dos upon 
ſe ſmall an occaſion'run the hazard of forſwearing himſelf, And it 
a man canſo cafily forſwear himſelf in Paſſion, what ſecurity have 
we, that he will-not do it in'coo/ Blood, when he is under a ſtrong 
Temptation, and hopes his Perjury may paſs undiſcovei*d 2 'For 
what ſhou'd in this caſe reſtrain him from it> Tf it be the Natural 
Reverenceof an Oath, and dread of the Juſtice of God as concern'd 
ro avenze all Perjury, fure iftheſe principles were prevalent Gr ſtrong 
in him, they wow'd reſtrain him from all raſh Swearing. For he 
cannot reaſonably pretend to'fear an Oath that ordinarily Swears 4t 
random; Nor can he pretend to be much aw'd with the apprehen- 
ſions of God's avenging Fuftice that ſo frequently makes ſuch haſly 
inconfiderate Appeals to it. Tt may be fear'd that he that ſcruples 
not the leſſer guilt may venture on the greater, ſince thoſe princi- 
ples are evidently weaken'd in him that ſhou'd preſerve him from 
ig, And doubtleſs, 'Tis very much owing to this Vice of Common 
Swearing, that Perjury it ſelf has ſo greatly abounded among us. 
A crime that at once tends'utterly to deſtroy all Reverexce of God 
and Faith among men. So that if we wou'd not have this Wicked- 
neſs ( whichis both the higheſt ſcandal ro Religion and the moſt 
pernicious Bane to civil Societys ) to grow upon us, That Common. 
Swearing mult bereſtrain'd, which has ſo evident a tendency to pre- 
pare men for it, by turning Soleme Oaths into' tuſtomary Forms of 
ſpeaking. 

For the Sin'of profane Curſmg the malignant Nature and tech: 
dency of it will ſefficiently appcar in theſe two Inſtances 
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t. 7is a Sin that implys a high degree of Iucharitableneſs towards 
Wen. 
For if Curſers really mean as they ſpeak, ( and what opinion 
muſt we entertain of their truth and honeſty if they do not > ) 
They imprecate the greateſt. miſchieſs imaginable to their fellow 


creatures, as commonly no leſs then.that the Devil may take them. 


or God may. -lamn them. Now if they are in carneſt, what can we: 
take them for but /xcaraate. Devils.chat ſo paſſionately deſire the 
eternal ruin and miſery of others? Forif Dev:/s.cou'd ſpeak with 
human voyce, what language cou'd we expett from thoſe envious 
Spicits more ſuicable to.the poyſonous malignity of their nature 
then this 2- And what injury are any of our fellow creatures capa” 
ble of-doing to. us, that can any way juſtify the barbarous ceuelty 
ot- ſuch dirciul Imprecations? Wou'd we indeed have all that croſs 
our humour or Intereſt, or offer us the leaſt Indignity and affronr,. 
doom'd for ir, to-remedilels Flames and to the vengeance of Ecer- 
nal Fire This were not only to. give way to the worſt paſſion ot: 
human nature Revenge, but co carry it beyond all bounds, as if 
no leſs.rhen the irreparable miſery of an Itamortal Soul cou'*.! com- 
penlate every. petty. injury we receive. But if Curſers pretend, 
that-they do. not mean (o. ill as they ſpeak, and that thcir rea/ 
wiſhes are, not ſo unmerciſul as their verba/ ones, why. then ſhou'd 
they. atfeCt to talk ſo like embadied Feinds2 Why. ſhou'd they 
ſuffer their Tongues-to be thus /et on fire of. Hell? Why ſhou'd 
they. thus habituate them to. the proper dale. of the Infernal 
Regions 2 | 

And if it be ſo uncharitable a thing to car/e-others, what flupid: 
barbarity. is ic for a Man to curſe and dame himlelt,. This is ſuch: 
an inſtance of wickedaeſs. as. we can ſcarce think of withouc aſto- 
niſhment, ſo that were Men-ſuppoled ſerious: in ſuch Imprecatians, 
we muſt conclude that-they. are paſſionately. deſirous of their own 
andlcſs deſlruftion,. and impatient for- the .cxecution, of ir. - So 
that did we nor ſee the contrary, we ſhou'd be ſtrongly. tempted: 
to thigk, ſuch perſqns.to be under the power, of diftra#ton and 
frenzy. But, alas we find by the ule of their Reaſon in other; 
matters, *cis only a voluntary Frenzy, a Madneſs that their athe- 
i : iſtical 
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NNical Temper and their outragiaus Paſſions are the only cauſes: 
of. | | 

; . Profane Curfing expreſſes a very inſolent contempt of the great 
God. 

I know indeed many uſe ſuch Cur/es-againſt others as words of 
courſe to expreſs their paſſion by. And therefore wou'd be ready 
to think we wrong e*m if we ſhowd ſuppoſe their inward intent 
ons aS uncharitable as their exprefions. And perhaps it may berea- 
ſonably thought that few of thoſe have arriv'd to ſuch a heighr of 
diabolical malice who yet too commonly uſe this helliſh language. 
Buc what apology. then can ſuch perſons make for theit bold abuſe 
of the vindictive juſtice of God, when by their Curſes they make 
ſuch raſh- and ſenſeleſs addrefies to it to execute the dittates of: 
their unruly paſſion Gt rage? As if the Yenugeance of the univerſal 
Sovereign and Judg of the. whole Earth-were to be at our beck to 
accompliſh every wicked Imprecation that our Anger or Malice 
promp!s uSto utter! Can we imagin the Hearts of: thote £5 be: 
poſſels'd wich any deep veneration for that great and terrible Ma- 
jetty, who can find nothing elſe to trifle with or vent their haſty 
paſſion by, but his ?remendows vindidiive Righteouſne(s and his final 
ſentence of eternal Damation > Fox ſure it we either confider'd or 
b:liev'd what theſe things mean,. we ſhou'd not dare to play with 
thoſe edged Tools, nor with that Fool, (mention'd Prov: 26. 18.) caft 
forth Firebrands, Arrows, and:Death, and then pretend we are bur 
in ſport or in paſſion. This is plainly to affront that very Attribute 
of God which above all others claims our profoundeſt dread, and: 

ſhou'd rather flrike us with, Terror and Frembling. 

And for the {in.ob Men's. cur/ng themfelnes; it argues an almoſt 
incredible contempt of. the Divine Vengeance. So that were not” 
our Ears oftcn grated with this language, it cou'd ſcarce be thought 
that any cou'd arrive to ſuch a pitch of deſperate and dating Impis 
ety. For theſe Curſes are ſuch a bold and open defiance of the glo- 
rious Majeſty of Heaven, as we may well queſtion whether Dews/s- 
themſelves are guilty of.. , For they are ſaid to he/ieve and tremble. 
Fam.2.19, Theyare repreſented as &e/eeching-our Saviour that he 
wou'd not torment e'm before the time. Matth, 8, v.29, Luk; 8.v. 28, 

E > Where.. 
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Whereas the Mmord*7»/o/ent and*/earleſ5 finners of our Age, do with 
an unheard of impudence challenge the Fuftce of God as if ic were 
roofow in it's execution, and call for their own damnation as if it 
were too /ovug a coming. © What tho they pretend they do not with 
it i» good earneſt Showd they give a righteous God fo great pto; 
vocation to takethem ar their word, and fulfil their bold Imprecati- 
on'? Can they find nothing'to zrifle with and abuſe bur his 2remen- 
dous Vengeance, Nothing to ſport with but Z7ell and Damnation? 
Shou'd not ſuch-gui/ty Creatures rather tremble at the thoughts of 
3. the /;jving God, and dread to fall into his avenging hands > Shou'd 
"Ti [ ſach'dry./tubble thus 'provote or play with the Conſuming Fire > Hebr. 
fil 12. u/t, Is he the everlaſting King and Judg, at whoſe Wrath the 
Earth trembles, and the Nations are not able to abide his Indignation, 
and ſhall every deſpicable Criminal and Malcfattor with a deſperate 
madneſs thus dare his Almighty Power, and chillenge his Vin- 
ditive Arm, thus ſtretch out his hand againſt God, and firexgthen 
: bimſelf again(t the Almighty, thus run «pen him, even upon his . Neck 
and upon the thick boſſes of his Buckler? (To vuſe the Elegant Ex- 
preſſions of 'Eliphaz, Fob. 15, 25, 26.) How monſtrous and 
amazing Impiety and folly" is'this ? Bur 
Thirdly 1 proceed to argue againſt theſe Fices from the aw{ul 
Threats of God denounc't againſt them: 
And as both theſs Sins (it we will allow the third Precepr. of 
the Decalogue that latirade and extent that our Saviour's Expoſi- 
tion pives it) are a Zaking Gods holy Name in vain, e. a very pre- 
i ſumpruous irreverent abule ot it, ſo there is a very terrible Threar: 
18 ning annext againſt the Breachers of 'ir, The Lord will not hold 
| him guiltleſs that takes his Name in vain, Exod. 20. 7. 4. e. He 
will vindicate'the glory of his facred "Name by ſeverely puniſh- 
is ing thoſe thar treat -ir with ſuch profane Tndignity and contempr. 
Mill And agreably hereto the Ap. James, enforces this Caution nor to | 
1 ſwear at all, with this Argument, Leaff you fall into rondemnation. | 
'! Fames, 5, V. 12. { For fo molt copys read it, tho if we ſhow'd , 
| i | read it ( as ſome do )' &; nike, Leaft you-fall into byprcrijy, | 
Jr-will confirm the Argument ag.nit Common Swearing trum it's 
ill | tendency to iavolve men-in the puilc of Perjaury ). Thus to have 
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our Mouths ful! of Curſing avel Blrtarafi, is one of thoſe ſins that 
render men «byoximnd rotheiergeancedf Cid: Rims, 3.1 4:\canipar'd 
with" verf: T90:*And: our Saviour plainly\intimaces:tows:; Thar ex 


cept inthis point of ſwearm@an 1Hightronſnefs: execed thatiof the 
Scribes| and Phariſees (tho' they allow'd only: commen; fwearivg by 


Creatures) we cannot enter: tnto'the: King dow of God. Matth: 5. 20; 


And'as theſe:pencrab Þ hreacaings? give-: —— 'Swearers and 
Garſers'ſo juſt reaſon 16.ſcad the! ſime:eternal Vevgearce and Hah 
that'snow' revtabdfrom Heaven againſt dll athgodiineſs.of Men, (and 
conſequently againſt theſe palpable c inſtances of it), Kew. 1. 18,- So 
other: patſages of Scripture plainly \imply: theſe Sins; to be amorig 
the number of thoſe) c7yiag \provecations,).that iuſually-draw down 
temporal Judgments, and even publick ones where. they generally-a: 
bound and reign uncontroul'd. . Thus\Hof 4. 25341: In the Cata: 
toguc of rho[c' YVicey:for which the: Lind is ſaid to mourn ( 4 e. thro 
the diſmal Calamities they entail upon. it) Swearing leads the way; 
and'is follow'd by»Lyiig, '#illing, Theft, '\and. Adyitety (Crimes of 
the firſt magnitude: )'-T'6 the ſame putpoſe we.read,1Jer2:3.: 10; 
Berauſe-of. { Cor as your :Margiri teads if Curing 1) -: rhe 
Land mourns Thus the flying Roll of the Proplier Zachary fall of 
Curſes is level''d againſt rhe'Swearer: in general;'as well as:the Falſe 
Sweater, bringing with it.|a 1fatal\conſurmption.on his very Houſe | 
and Family j as if:a Righteous God» wasjrrefoly'd torraſe their / 
Name out of-.this £artbrihar fo: pollute and: —_— his. Zech. 5. q 
2, 3+ 4+ S; 

I _ now'in the. ©. 

Fourth and laſt place, to erode ajzinſh thel: Sins from the weak: 
neſs and folly of rinſe protencen: [that. are aliedgd to. excuſe and ext 
wuatee'm.. 

Ic has been often I juſtly objeted againſt arafave ſwearing, 
That no'Man has any ſhew of wan agg to.it. In other Crimes 
the Devil propoſes ſome ſpecious Bait, ſome ſenſual Pleaſure or 


worldly .advantage.. And'tho this will. no:way jullity our known 


violation of any Eaws of\ God, \who propolcs. Arguments to coun- 
tervail theſe of-infinitely higher.moment, yet a Man's being drawn 
to {inchicfly by ſuch allurements, ſecms at leaſt to-argue, that he 

y chooſe 
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6 pricifaly for-aby- gairiand the» 
Fharke ig nor! aftwd' Yy.imeer: ay 07,0 TURNOUT IE of/God ; 
and Wou'd: \notthave:t his Commands; | #)cheyi had 'nob 
Incerfer'd with-his fecular profir;] or ſenſual' delight: 'But tho this 
be:in itſelf-'a very ſorry ;precence; and-a-ſmall extenuation' of a 
man'spoile;/ yer eventhis is- more; 'thenithe common Jfwerer can lay 


for himſelf. > bite cannot pretend that heplonſer hrs:Senſes or: Appe> 


tites byrhuswarrding. his Conſcience HisnumerousOaths increaſe 
no other 7reaſures bur thoſe of Divixe'MHrath:: No paſſion of human 
Nature ſeems pratify'd by, this:{m; unleſs it be a wretched maligni- 
tyand de/pight-aptinſt the blefſed:Gog himſelf: Sp that: the; cons 
MN ras 'oflalbmernſeems To. op remark 3 denqufhany © 
by witked tot meer withedwh/s fake. 1270 nylon bY 

-1And what is:ſo quiily\ faid of. \prifone "ſwearing. may bein a _ 
meaſure applygd*ro-urfng'rop.'': For 'men;.cannot pretend tÞ 
pratiſy:any other paſſionby. Tweibanghis af ,Revinge; /andithey are 
ſo far;from rtainingrhis'endi;Thar: their Cbrica:uluaily: ceturn ofs 
their own #ixdsi and like. nobjeng T4137, yer ern 
thyſethat for it off: 7" 217 21 y '? 


But-fince theſe Piecare praftie'} dy: os vacant ro wi | 


and'/eyſe, we'fhou'd- pethaps:affronmt their judgment. it | we ſhou:d 
fuppoſe:chey hiad'nbrhing'eotfap forcheniſt!lves; And therefore it 
will twhororoguifieacraks adticodbluth Ricgs arExkuſes as they 
uſually offer.. And. 


Firſt ſome alledg, That they rarely Swear ox Curſe but when, they - 
k that caſeithey:findcer hard. ty Yorbear, and hope : 


are'in paſſin,” ant 
their: paſ{tn'aitl a Vegſt-der ymuthexcuferheir Yault\. | \ 
To ſhew the vanity of this praregce, I ſhall only ſuggeſt the 
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tollowing partiealars/' | * 


7.' Such anger it ſelf, if it exceed the bninds preſerib' di by the Law - 


of, Goal, is very fintul; and much'morewhen it:tranſperts'a Man to ſuch 
Inſtances of Pefavereſs and impiet yas thife,': It hezhat calls:a'Man 
Fool in paſſion be in davger of Hell free) \Marrh.$. 2:3. (what's he 
thar- furiouſly domns him toirbePiriof» Hell it felf2-So that paſſon is 
Ng betrer excuſe for ſwearing and curſing ithen_'tis for rhe. Murders 
which ſo many commit in the heat ot blood. As nothing will ſa- 
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risly ſuch Murderers-upon every: flight/injury but the Z/ood of him 
that has done” ir,” ſo nothing» will. latisfy-che-Curſer but his Dans 
nation. its 

2, Whatever temptation injuries may give us in our paſſion to curſe 
thoſe that ao em, they cannot be pretended as any temptation to pro- 

Jane ſwearing. 

Suppoſe that thy fe/low creature has offer'd thee: never fo great 
an affront. which thy paſſion prompts thee to-revenge, is that any 
tolerable plea why .chou ſhould'ft execute that-revenge upon thy 
Maker 2 Is it he that has done thee harm 2 Is it againſt him thou 
art incens't 2: Or haſt thou no better way to retaliate the wrongs 
of thy Exemy, then by doing a far pgreater'injury- to. the author of 
thy Being and-the great Benefadtor: of thy-Lite ? - Are their provo- 
cations any ground for thy tearing and deftling his ſacred Name, 
by whoſe power thou art every moment preſerv'd, and on whoſe 
daily care and innumerable benefits, thy lite ir felt and the conti- 
nued comfort therect: depends? ©» How ſenſe/e/ſſy doſt thou puriue 
thy Revenge, - when'to vent thy indignation againſt him thar has 
donethee forie (perhaps i#nconfiderable ) evil,.thou flyeſt in the face 
of.thy beſt Friend, and offereſt the vileſt indignity to him that has 
done thee the greate good? - This ſurc is ſuch aninſtance of. ſtupid 
ſolly and madneſs as can hardly be para!le|'d. 

3. No Provecation can juſtify oar Curſing thiſe that sffer it. | 
: For all "Curſes: arc' bur the gratification of -that private -Re- 
wvenge which the divine Law has ſtriftly forbidden. And indeed 
a_Propenſity therets is: one ef the moſt noted Lineaments of the 
Devils: Image upon us, and'moſt oppofite to that Goodneſs -which 
is the brighceſt part of the /\amiable Image of God: 'Tis: the cha 
rater of his children; To love their. Enemys;. To bleſs theſe that 
curſe them, and to pray for thoſe that deſpitetully uſe andperſecute then. 
Whereas to wi/þ- Evi: to others-as well as to a ic to them, arg 
paſſions that are only kindled from the fire of Fell. +. And how une 
Yeaſonable are the Hſbes. themſelves confidering the ſmalneſs of the 
occaſion? Another has given thee z/! words, or done thee. ſome 
petty injury, or perhaps only croſs't thy unreaſonable humour, and for 
this, thou deſireſt he may fall under the direful Curſe of God, _ 

F 2 e 


| 20 ) 
be damn'd ts endleſs miſery. Is there any thing but monſtrous vn- 
chaticablenc(s- and: deviliſhiſpireiin'ſacok wiſhes? Or--if. thou pres 
rendeſticharthou doſt not really! defire'ir,:: bur qnly ſpeakeft ſuch 
words to expreſs thy deep reſentment of the Injury receiv'd,:.: haſt 
thou no other way to make thy: fellow creatare ſenfibleof.the wrong 
he has. done, * but ſuch raſhaddreſles ra:the terrible vengeance of 
God? Canſt thou find nothing for thy pafſion to abuſe but his rrex 
wcndous ents Willno: Langzage-ſerve thee: ro vent. thy Lil- 
pleafure in, . bur ſuch as-is ficterfor|am; Zacarnare' Frind:then a pros 
fefſed Chriſtian? Nay ſince) thy raſh: Curſes! can do: no harm to 
thoſe they are darted againſt; 'but do'truly arm the vengeance. of 
God apainſt:thy ſelf, whilſt thou rea/ythazard, thy; own Danmation 
mect!y.forthe fatisfaftion of thy: Revenge invainly wiſhing) their 's 3 
And tor men's Crfing themſelves 'tis a-yet more amazing height of 
Folly, becauſe others have done us a ſmall wroxg to wiſh our-own 
eternal ruine, and give the Juſtice of God' the higheſt provecationto 
EXCcute It. x % 
Secondly others pretend, That there's no'way fo proper fer em to 
keep their Tufericrs in awe, as by ſuch language as this + That a ſaw 
cy Servant, or bold Clown can no way be fo eafily humbled and ſright- 
ned into bis duty as by a wolley:of 'Oaths aud Curſes, and. will ſcarce 
think. a Man-in good earneſt offended with him unleſs he ſwear and 
damn. | | #7: c; {il 
To this pretence'T ſhall only Tay theſe two:things. | 
t.. This is no more then a'bare'pretence. There are thouſands in 
the World that know well enough how to keep their Interiors in 
due awe and fubjetion withour any ſuch-«nhallowed arts of Go. 
verninent. And thoſe that will not be frightned with: the grave 
threats and frowns of ſuch as'have a uſt right to:chaſtize their Ins 
ſolence, 'will as ſtifly ſtand-the: of . an-empry peal of Ouths 
and Curſes, Whercas it they find.that a Superior punctually mikes 
his threats good, they'l as readily believe e'm for the future: as if 
he ſwore to-e'm.. ' | bans) V3 50 21: TOP: 
_ 2. As'this'is:but a'mecr pretente, fo 'tis 8 very reaſonable and 
fejeleſs onec” {390 
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Ts it 2 matfer of ſuch eorcern to keep thy Taferiors in awe, thit: 
thou ſhoudſt ſcruple no means that tend to it? To ttear'them with 
ctravagant paſſion or barbarous ſeverity wou'd\as etfefually do'ir. 
Bur, wou'd the attaining of that end excuſe the uſe of ſuch inhuman 
means'? How much leſs then will it excuſe thy blaſphemous Inſe- 
lence againſt God ? Haſt thou no other way to make others ſtand 
in fear of thee, then by aſſuming the charaer of the unjuſt Judg, 
who geither feared God nor regarded Man? 'Lake, 18, 2, Canft 
thou find no better expedient to-prevent the af7ovts of others, then 
by offering thy ſelf the moſt daring /ndignitys unto the Majeſty of 
Heavex > Muſt nothing but his adorable-name ſerve thee to hedeor 
and rart with? Is there no way of perſuading others that thou art 
angry with them but by calling off him towWamy them, as'it his im- 
partial Juflice were at the call and command of every ſuch wild 
Fury as thy ſell 2? 

Fhirdly others pretend, - That they have no other 'endl in Swearing 
and Curling but to perſwade others of the truth of what they ſay. 

Anſwer 1. This can juſtify no Qaths but what we wſe on ſolemn Occa- 
frons, where ſome important but doubted truth needs ts be confirm d by 
human Teftimouy. And in ſuch Ceſcs ſolemn appeals to God by 
Oaths are allowable. 

2. Oaths ordinarily usd in common Converſation are no propet 
means to attain any ſuch end as the giving \credit ts our Aſſertions. 
It thou -art a Man of known Veracity and Truth ſuch Oaths 
are in erdinaty Converſe altogether needleſs, and thy bare affirma- 
tion Will be ſufficient withour them. Why then ſhoud'ſt thou-call 
thy own honeſty into-queſtion, by ating as if thou ſuppoſed't 
That no man will believe thy are Word without thy Gath to con- 
firm it? But it thy Veracity be really-doubted by thoſe thou con- 
verſeſt with, thy raſh multiply'd'Oaths will fipnify little to remove 
their ſuſpicion, For thoſe with whom Swearing is a cafewary 
thing, and Oaths but words of courſe, no wile man-will ever lay a 
preater ſtreſs upon them then/upon their vated affirmations. For 
he that ſcarce ſpeaks without an Oarh; it he be given to Lying, is 
gs prone to ſwear when be *_u falſe an when he ſeats aw! _ 
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iedeed "ordinarily; ſearce obſerves- or conſiders when he ſwears-and 
when he-dos:not: | Nay: | 


3+ Cultomary Swearnng . rather diſſerves and croſſes this very end.” 


that -u pretended to Excuſe it- 

.. For Swearing and: Lyingare ſo neerly-ally'd, and ſo ſeldom ſepe- 
rated, - that he that will-do-the ove, it may. be. ſtrongly. preſum'd 
he will /not much ſcruple the; other. What can give us a probable 


ground to conclude 'a mans Veracity but this, 7hat be ſeems. to. 


have the- fear of Ged before his Eyes.. So thatif- a Man appear de- 
voy'd of-that, we-have little ſecurity of the truth of. what he ſays. 


And what can give usa;julter ſuſpition of that, then that he has 


no fear ef-an Oath; and no reverence for.the ſacred Name of God ? 
And: mankind have generally ſo true a ſence of this, that with all 


but a few weak. and filly.people, The more a man Swears the /ef * 


he is belzev'd, and his very multiply'd raſh Oarhs raiſe a ſuſpicion of 
Fm ecuth. of, what he ſpeaks when there is ſcarce any other ground 
or It. | | 


Fourthly others pretend, that they have gat ſuch a Cuſtom.of Swears . 


*ng that they cannot leave it«- 

To this Plea I-ſhall only give this brief Reply. 

1. If men ſhox'd alledg the ſame pretence for other Sins they wou'd 
eaftly ſeexthe:felly of Few en) 1 Kg 4 


So-has-many a Drunkard anumoward inveterate.Cuſtom of mak- . 


ing a Beaſt. of. himſelf.. Many a Thief-can hardly forbear pilfering 
when he: has a tempting opportunity.. Many arc ſo habituatcd to 


Lying.char.they-can-ſcaree tell when they.do it. And ſome mens-. 


brutal Lyſts faem. to- burry them . with" an-,uncontrouled violence. 


But-ſure this; is. thought 4n all other Caſes... hortible aggravation. 


of-men's Sins, becauſe: it ſhews that 'they-have by long praftice ſo 


Qupify'd their Conſciences that they make little or no reſiflance. 


2gainſt Temptations, being .now become ſeared and paſt feeling. 


hsiphtans.the- guilt: of .all-other Sinners? Haw comes this Diale&t 
ef- Hell tobe ſo: familiar. to thee; but bythe frequent encylghd ule 
of.it2-- And dos.that abate the. Crime and rendsr it lefs hainous- 
and deteſtable 2 - oF, 2.. Meu 


And ſhall-that-chen; be theught-to Excuſe the guilt of Smearers that - 
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, +. Aſen are under no. greater inability to leave this fon thin 
feers.: 

'Tis a plain evidence, That mens pretences that they cannot for- 
bear are but unreaſonable, when the moſt deſperate Swearer can 
refrain in company that he ſtands in any awe of. The very ſear 
of the penalty has already laid a confiderable reſtraint on this Vice. 
And it men wou'd once ufe their conſidering powers, ſhou'd not 
the fear of- God do as much to curb c'm as the fear of Mex> Be- 
ſides the grace of God is not wanting to ſincere endeayours, He 
that calls us to Repentance for this and all -other ſins, can upon our- 
humble application co him, give us ſlrength co perform our ſerious 

rpoſes of ir. | 

3. 1{ thou canff not leave this wretched habit of Swearing and Cur- 
fing, there's no remedy but to ſuffer the Vengeance denounc't againf# 
ſuch fins. 

Is it cafomary to thee to ſwear and damy, fo is it cuſtomary with 
a righteous God to avenge ſuch abuſe of his holy Name and con- 
tempt of his Ferrible Juitice. If thou canſt not reform thy pra- 
Rice ſo neither can he repent of his dreadful Threatnings. If thy 
inveterate wickedneſs lay thee under ſuch a neceſſity of going on 
to fin, ſo will his inflexible Juſtice lay him under a xecfiety of puniſh- 
ing ſuch incorrigible finners. Bur jure *cis far caſicr for thee to 
change thy temper and prattice then for a jult God to change bis 
own nature, or to falſify che truth of his word. 

Fiſthly, ſome pretend, That ſwearing is ſo much in faſhion that - 
they ſhou'd be ridicabd as preciſe and fingalar if they ſcrupled 
FTA 
To this I wou'd only reply. 

1. If Swearing be in faſhion, *tis Ja far frem being a Mode peculiar 
to Perſons of Quality and Birth, that *tis-rather moſt us'd by the very 
fſeum of mankind. 

In this point of Zreeding, a Porter or Coachman can vye with a 
Gentleman or Lord, and the meaneſt Centinel or Tarpaulin equal the. 
moſt hufing Officer. And indeed *cis ſo far from adding any real 
grace or decency to men's language , that nothing uſually renders 
men's diſcourſcs more ſottiſh and ſenſeleſs, more rude and ill-man- 


G..2. nevd 


m (24) 
nerd theh'the Oaths and Curſes wherewith they /ars it. So thae 
were-it not for grating upon the Ears of -devout people, nothing 
cou'd do more to put men out of countenance with their helliſh 


Language then to repeat it to them. The Reader may ſce an In- 


ſtance hereof in the late ingenious Author of the Eſſays upon Prejedts. 
For I am loth to. defile this paper with ſo abominadle tuff 

.2. 1t it te in faſhion to Swear and Curſe , it mult needs be account- 
ed a very odious one to all that have not quite ras't all ſence of piety 
out of their minds. 

For nothing can ever make. Swearing and Damning paſs juſtly 
for a picce of good breedzng till we can perſwade the World, 'tis a 
piece-of commendable: Gallantry to deſpiſe-and defy the Deity, 
and that to be a Rebel againſt the Laws of Heaven is the trueſt 
badg of honeur upon Earth, So that till prefeſſed Atheiſm come in 
vogue, and Yice be capable of exneblivg a man's blood, theſe Inſtan- 
ces of profaneſs will never paſs for marks of Gen?ility, and to be 
a Swearer and Curſer will never be reckon'd among men's 7ztles 
of Honour. | 

3. Let theſe Vices be never ſo common, No man ſhou'd Swear and 
Curſe for company that-is not content ts be:-damned for company too. 

It men muſt needs go with a multitade to fo Evil, they know 
whither the broud way will lead em. Burt ſure *cis much better 
to hazard the reproach ot -being Angular and preciſe then out of 
compliance With ſo deteſtable a faſhion to. venrure upon periſhing 
for ever. 'Tis to great a romplarſance to a lewd age to go to Hell 
with em, and that for nothing. 

Laſlly, ſome may poſſibly pretend, That they at leaſt may be al- 
low'd to Swear and Curſe, becauſe they believe neither God nor Devil, 
neither Fleaven nor Hell. 

I muſt confeſs this is the moſt ſpecieus Plea that-can be alledg'd 
for ſuch.praftices. For he that believes yo Ged has ſome pretence 
to make bold with-what he takes to be an empty name. He has no 
ſear of divine Juſtice to-reſtrain bim from an infolent defiance of ir. 
His Actions and his Principles ate both of a piece. And yet even 
to ſuch 1 wou'd ſuggeſt what -is ſufficient to diſſuade &m from 
Swearing and Car/ing. For 
I. This 


( 23 ) 


T. This pretence cannot (excuſe theſe YVices from-rudentſ5 ant{ ut 
Manners. | 
, There is no Man that pretends to the Education of a Gentle 
man, but will think it highly uncivil wichourt the leaſt provocation, 
to abuſe any the Company -has a great reſpe&t ſor. Sure then 
that good breeding itſelf which Arheiſtical perſons ſometimes boaſt 
of, ſhou'd reſlrain them from wounding the Ears of thoſe that be- 
lieve and reverence aDeity, with ſuch profane abuſe of his adored 
Name. Eſpecialy when thereby they violate the publick Laws 
and affront the authority of the Nation. 'Tis a great indecency to 
treat with contempt What the generality of mankind pay the high- 
eſt-FVeneration to. And if every Loyal Subje&t reſent ic as a-great 
provocation to hear his Prince abus'd and: vilify'd, they cannot 
imagine it a leſs offence to every good Man, to hear that Bleſſed 
Being treated with ſuch open Indignity to whom he bears the high- 
elt-ceverence and afteftion. And indeed in what pious Soul wou'd 
it not raiſe uſt horror and Indignation to hear that Ecernal Ma- 
jeſty, whom Angels adore and belſore whom Devils tremble, made 
the May-game and ſcorn of every irreligious and leud Buffoon 2 

2. Even Intereſt it ſelf ſhiu'd reſtrain Atheiftical Perſons from 
theſe Vices. | 

For *cis certain they get nothing by them. The Age is not yet ſo 
degenerate that meer Damning will qualify a man for preferment. And 
the moſt brutiſh Epicure might enyoy all his beloved pleaſares and 
never miſs that of Swearing. Now it there be no advantage to 
be had by theſe ſins, 'tis much fafer to let them alone. For aſter 
all the confidence of Atheiſls, 'tis poſſible there may be a God and 
a Liſe to come. So that it their great confidence ſhow'd in this 
point deceive them, ( as moſt certainly ir will) they'! find that 
their Oaths and Curſes will but encreaſe the ſcore of their Guilr, 
and render the ſight of their incenſed Judg more unſupportable 
to them; For among all their other fins ( as I have. already ſups 
geſted) they'l find no ſhaddow. of Excuſe for theſe. And im 
deed no man ſhou'd commit them but he who is. willing to run the 
hazard of Damnation for the meer - pleaſure of being wicked. 
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tſhalt-only. to-theſe Arguments which" are more direQly ſuited! 
to profeſſed Chriſtians, ſyubjoyn the Jadgment of the mort ſober- 
Heathens in reference to the ſin of Swearzyg, if- poſſible to ſhame 
em our of it, Plafe in his Book de Legibus mentions it as a com» 
mendab/e Inſtirution, 7hat-none ſhould polute the Names of the Gods: 
by a flight cuſtomary mention of e'm. Fiierocles- recommends Swear- 
ing rarely as weceſſary to preſerve the due reverence of an Oath, and 
ſpeaks of common Swearing as the high Road to Perjury. Quintis 
lian tells us, a grave. Man fhruld not Swear except in caſes of neceſſſ'y. 
And Fpifletus adviſes, #. peſhble to avoid it. Tfocratesallows Ourhs. 
only in two caſes, either to vindicate one's Iynecence, or to ſave 
ones Self or Friends from unjuſt Puaiſhment. And fure ſuch firidt- 
Miaximes deliver'd by Pagan Moralifts ſhou'd make the very blood 
riſe in the face of thoſe pretended Cb. 3f ians, who fall fo far ſhort of 
their.cxcellent Rules, and much more of thoſe of. our Blefſed Savi- 
our. For if we, that enjoy the light of fo glorious and cicar a Re. 
velation, do not practiſe what the very Lighe of Nature diQares, ec, 
ven Pagans will riſe up in Judgment againſt us to reproach: and cone- 
my us, 

And now ÞFwou'd entreat the Sweorers-and Curſers-.of the, Age. 
(if, they.haye not quite extinguiſh*c their power of thinking > ſeriouſe 
ly.to confider. theſe plain Arguments, in which they'l find no rhes . 
torical *agpravations, but a naked repreſentation-of theſe Vices in' 
theie - xateve'but »g/y hue. Which if they wou'd impartially do, 
ene wowsd hope, unleſs they have quite abandor'd their Reaſon, 
they.cannot withſland the evidence of Truth in &m, nor. go on in 
theſe wretched praftices without offering as ungrateſul violence to 
their own Conſciences,. as their profane language has long done.to 
the _Zars.of all good Men. 


Having diſpatche this firſt Head, Icome 
Vo offer ſemething.. for exciting beth' Magiſtrates and Prevate- 
erfons-to their duty in. order to the . ſuppreſſing theſe Fices by the ef 
Reftual extcution of the Law lately made againſt e'm' ' ' © 
 Lbegin with Magiſtrates. T know indeed the Pevalty which the. 
4&3 ſelt hys on.the._ Juſtices of Peace in caſe they tail of their du. 
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e9.in executing it, may ngn ferry ws . itneedleſs-ro prov Cipro: 
it. | Yet Ginee all Magiſtrates may do much to proaiocs th dag 
of this 44, by encouraging [uformations; by concealing the- Name of 
the: Tafermer (where the diſcovery of it is: no way neceffary, nor' 
can be legally demanded); and by ſeverely puniſhing. any Revenge 
that Convifled Perſons may execute on others for infarming againſt e'm, 
E ſhall only briefly ſuggeſt a tew conſiderations to em. | 

I. Tour zeal for the bowour of Almighty God fhiuld prompt yeu to ds- 
your utmoſt for the ſuppreſſion of theſe Vices. 

You all pretend ro make this one defign of your publick Admi- 
niſtrations. The grcat God puts an eminent opportunity jnto your 
hands to-manifeſt the fincerity of your pretenfions. If chen yow- 
have any devour and afic&ionate Veneration for that Bleſſed and 
only Porentate, any real concern for his honour-and for the uncon- 
teſted intereſt of Religion, you have now a fair eccaffon to ſhew it, 
And if you emprove it not, God and all good Men will join in con- 
coming your inexculable /ukewarnmeſs in ſo juff' and glorious a: 

ute. | \IT 

2. Towr regard to the publick ſafety ſhould" alfo evgager you- to- 
- | 


- You oft pretend a mighty zeal for the Publick Good: Now: 
what cag. you do-more likely to ſubſervg rhag truly valuable end, 
then by ſtopping that rorrent of Impicty ang Profaheneſs thar 
is-otherwile like to overflow vs again with new'and heavier Cala- 
mities 2 | ” bun; 411% 

I doubt not but all good men are ſully.perfuaded, That our re-- 
lapſing into theſe and other Vices has had a gear influence op the- 
prolonging the ſucceſieg and triumphs 6f our Enemies, and the re... 
tarding our-happy--fertlement.* S9'that our hopes of a more fa- 
vourable providence to make's happy'chinge' in the: fcene of: our - 
publick Affairs chiefly depend on rhe ſueceſs of theſe attempts of 2 
neccſſary-and general, Reformation. And thoſe will do the trueft 
ſervice to their Country that arc moſt inftrumencal and ative in - 
promoting ir. | ] " | | 


3. Tour concern for your own final | account ſhowd effr Bally excite- 
geu.to 17, | \ | A 1072923 
| H 2 As: 


(28) 
you, profeſs ulcimatgly to derive your Authority from God 
2 Are Torr 20 arain, of all civit power, ; ſo: you 
VN 7 ves. accoyntab e..to.him>... Shou'd you not then ſeri- 
ouſly think.how the great (hp the Earth will reſent ir, if you 
trifle with ſo great an advantage for vindicating and repairing his 


© * 


injured honour, .and for reſtoring the Veneration due.to his ſacred. 


Name 2 "And, on, the. contrary. How highly he will approve, of 
your fi cles Hyaymow anhre your charater by being a Terror 
to Evil-doets, If by the awe of your juſt authority, you force. in- 
ſolent.profaneneſs and iniquity. to /ep it's mouth, and caſt as open 
contempt on theſe 'deteſtable Yices, as they have done upon the 

lory of God. Let: not. the puilr of theſe publick Crimes lye ;any 
544 at. your door, by your connivance at them or the ſlackneſs 
of your Endeavours to.reſlrain_ them... . 

- But: T wow'd chiefly addreſs my elf to private Perſons. For 
ſince,you are ſo much concerr'd and arc ſo neceſſary Inſtruments in 
the, Execution of this Law, it will be need{u] to, excire you to 
your Noh: "Andtherather becauſe whereas the Law ic ſelt obliges 
the Moxite e to do his part, *Tis: only. Conſcience and a fincere re; 
gard to the glory of God that can excite you to do yours. And to cn- 
gage. you to ir, I ſhall briefly ſuggeſt to you the following. parti- 
CUu1ars, | 

8. *T;s your aydoubted duty vo contribute your Endeaueurs towards 
the pri of Kt dereflable Vices. 


ou can no more queſtion this, then you can your Obliga- 
tions. ro advance: the glory: of . Gad and promote a publick Refor- 
mation, ſo far as your private.ſphere. gives you fic opportunities for 
i, .Thoſe did hut, perform their neceſſary duty that declar'd to 
Moſes the Blaſphemy of the Sev of Shelimith, Levir. 24. 11. Nor 
thoſe that found our and convicted. Je/aters, Dext. 17. 4, 5— 
And there are multitudes of private perſons that can never expett 
a more eminent adyantage of publick uſcſulneſs to be put into their 
hands, . So thar cheir floth will be inexcuſable if they make,no 
emprovement of ſo valuable a Talent. And ſure in the: preſent 
conteſt berween the Xingdom of: God and that,of Satan, between the 
intereſt of Prety and Vertu and that of Profaweneſs and Yice, no 


good 
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(29) 
: p60d 'm#n ought to land" Nearer, and think himſelf” unconcern'd 
which prevails. Such a clear Cauſe requires and will juſtify our 
forward Zeal, and' here Yukewarmneſs and indifferency arc truly de- 
teſtable. 

'2. Without your 'Entleavours the defign of this Law (viz the ſup- 
preſſing theſe Vices) is like to. be fruſtrated, and the guilt thereof wil! 
in this caſe lye'much «pon your ſelves. For without Tuformations there 

can be no Convittivns and 'Forfeiturts, and conſequently Offenders 
will go on in'bo!4 defrance both to the 'Laws of: God and Man. So 
that if you ſhrink and give back, It you deſiſt from your Endea- 
vours, from the conſideration of the ſmall: trouble and hazard of 
them, "the'declining Cauſe of Profaneneſs will again-d&car up-it's 
: bead, and endanger the overflowing the Land with a more irrefli- 
ble violence then ir did 'before. You have now the faire oppot® 
tunity put" inro-your hands of promoting a publick Reformation 
ſo tharit-you emprove it not, the guilt - of other men's fin will be 
in a great meaſure charg'd upon you. And will you that have fo 
oſren ſeem'd to pray ſo carneſtly for the ſuppreſſion of theſe Vices 
decline ſo neceſſary endeavours to farther it? Shall-ſo glorious and 
ſobleſſcd a work fink thro your lukewarmneſs and indifferency 
init> Do'you pretend to /ament theſe abominable crimes, and 
will you not do what is fo evidently in your power towards the 
eruſhing of them 2 Shall the leud Swearers of the Age bs more 
Yealous to'profane then you toikeep up the Reverence of God's Holy 
Name 2 

3. There is a happy proſpef of ſmaceſs in your Endeavours. | 

For if once Hnformations become general by every good mhan's 
combining to do his part, Offenders will have no hope of Impunity. 
And Experience dos atready ſuffictently tell us, that how fond ſo- 
ever men are of Swearing, yet they ars /oth to pay for it; ſo that 
we may hope in time they'l rather part with their 0:2hs then with - 
their Money. Nay we ſee that how infolent ſoever theſe finners 
ſcem in outbraving 'the Juſtice of God, yet they are woncerfully 
uppal'd and hang down their heads when a Conſtable ſurprizes them 
with a Warrant upon a ſecend 'or third Conviftlion. And how 
much ſoever they were wont tog/ory in this vice, they do not take 

I ic 
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i for any great honour to have. their Names on publick record in tha: 
Black. Roll.; Fn this Capital City. Oaths are in a great meaſure fi- 
lenc't in the /treers and ſeek; ſhelter in-the Taverns and: Ale. houſes, 
nor are they altogether ſafe there. So that if you will bur gene-- 
rally concur with unanimous zeal in giving in Informations, there- <8 
is little-doubt but the fear of the penalty will with the mokt effect 
what no other Arguments couw'd hitherto do, And I hope your ar. 
rempts in this Czty will ſet a Pattern that -will in a lictle time in- 
fluence other parts of the Aingdom-and make the Reformation. 
Univerſal 

4. Tou have. no ground to be either aſh2m'd or afraid in ſs neceſſa-, 
ry and commendable. a ſervice to God and to the Interelt of Religzon.. 

In this honourable Cauſe, that Name of an [former which in 
moſt other caſes has juſlly. ſo z//a ſound, is far from being any - M By 
mark of Reproach.. For Offenders themſelves, if.they wou'd ſpeak: 
impartially, cannot bat. own. your practice to be free from. any. 
ſuſpicion of mean.and baſe ends.. For-what ſhow'd incite a man 
without the-leaſ} proſpe& of any. advantage to himſelf, nay with. 
a certain proſpe&@of ſome rauble and danger, to. do fo unwelcome. 
an Office, and fo likely .to diſoblige thoſe whom .he wou'd reform, 
but.a fincere Zeal for the honour of God and forthe Obſervance 
of his Laws? They cannat reaſonably ſuppoſe you are aCted, with 
any other Spire and Malice,. then a very ju and /audatle 'one 
apainſt Profaneneſs and Trreligion.. Nay ſhou'd thoſe you inform 'Y 7 
againſt, be. ſo unreaſonable as to. miſihterpret and cenſure your 
Zxal, ſure:the Jpprobation of the. great God.and of all good mey, 
ſhou'd ſufficiently counterballance their groundleſs Reproaches. and 
Calumnys., And. it. will, be. ſound in the great day of Trial a 
greater honour to have been a faithful Informer .again(t Vice, then 
a baſe Conniver. at it, and a wretched Betrayer of the bontur. of Ged. 
and Religion., 

Nor ſhou'd you. be diſcourag'd by. the hazard you..run of ex. 
poſing your ſelves to the malice or reverge of Offenders... If. Maz 
giſtraces wou'd bur as generaly encourage Ziformations by refuſing to. . 
diſcover th2 [aform2rs nam2. without juſt czuſe (as fome ſew to their . 
great hanour have done ) this difficulty .wowd be in a great mea-, 
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fare remov'd. But however that be, you have the prozejon of the 
Laws as: a ſecurity againſt the injuties of ahy.entag'd Offenders, 
and I doubt not the Government wou'd puniſh e'm with a juſt ſe- 
verity, But *cis a far more confiderable encouragement thar you- 
may expeCt the protedtion of the great God Whoſe Cauſe you here- 
in ſo ſignally efpouſe. And ſhowd your Zeal for his hogour ex- 
poſe you to any. preſent diſadvantage, he can eafily make it up in 
temporal Bleſſings, and will do it abundantly with eternal Rewards. 
And ſure we are not the real Diſciples of Chriſt, it every appear- 
ance of difficalcies can'deter us from ſo evident a duty, it we dare 
baulk-ſo fignal a piece of ſervice, meerly becauſe. we earinot do it 
without ſome /elf denyal and bazard.' 

And if. upon ſuch Conſiderations you reſolye upon the faithful 


* diſcharge of your Duty, it will be eaſy to find out the moſt proper : 


method of doing it. There are many in this Ciry-engag'd in that 
excellent work ro whom yow may* adjoyn your ſelves. And in- 
decd it  every-Pariſb'had ſtated and ſele&t Conſulrs; they might 
carry on this great and pious deſign with greater regularity, order : 
and ſucceſs by their mutual advice and reſolution. 


It remains now 

IH. 7s enquire into the grounds of thoſe loud Complaints lately made” 
azainſt private Informations. 

'Tis evident, That the Ad again Swearing dos no way require 
that the Offender ſhowd be preſent, when the Z»formation is given 
againſt him. Nor dos any C/aaſe in it 'oblige the Juſtices of the 
Peace to diſcover the Zvformer's Name, when the Offender dos not 
diſpute the matter of fact, So that there is no pretence of this me- 
thod (of - receiving private Informations up: Oath, and'concealing 
the Informer's Name when there's no juſt cauſe of declaring it) being 
any way oppoſite to the deſign of this A, and *cis evident on the 
contrary that it highly tends to promote the great-end of it. 

But ſince there are ſeveral Ohje&ons rais'd againſt ir, Hhall brief-: 
ly conſider the moſt material I have yer met with. 

r. Some alledg, That 'tis- contrary to natural Juſtice and Equity, 
axdto the courſe of the Law in other caſes, that a man (houd be con 

L:2.. wvitted 
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-villed and pun3ſht: 

face to face,' at leaſt. without ſ& much as knowing who he is. - | 
-Arſw-! This Objeftien cou'd indeed admit, of no Reply,  if.the 


Accuſed, perſon, 'even-whenhe complains of being wrong'd,  cou'd . 


no,way know; who 'his:Accuſer, is, and were debarr'd from. the 


priviledg both. of &&fending-his Tanocence and. proſecuting the Accu-. 


ſer..” But: I'ſfuppoſe there is no ſuch thing, praftis'd. . For no Fuſts- 
ces, of the Peace deny. any perſon the:knowledg of the Informer's 
Name. if the-perſon accusd ialilt upon kis-Innocenee, - and engage 
to;proſecure 5577 ate for. Perjury in, what he has ſwore againſt 


him. But if the perſon accug'd , defire to, know the Iaformer's. 


Name-.upon any-other Terms, 'Tis reaſonable to ſuppeſe thar 
he deſires it only. to, have the'opportunity of Executing his pri- 


vate Revenge upon him.,/: At leaſt, there is-no juſt Cauſe to diſco-. 


ver the Informet's Name unleſs the accuſed perſon ſolemnly declare 
( and-if required doit upon-Oath ) -that he | knows the Informa- 
tion to be falſe, -and-in that-calo.-I ſuppoſe ne Jufice of Peace will 
conceal the Informer's Name, .nor any hene/t Informer deſire it. 
Others objef, That this method of private-Injormations expoſes # 
Man to the malice of any who will but venture to perjure. themſelves 
t6:ds him a'miſchicf...." And'it ſeems. to give Encour agment to ſuch ma- 


lice, when perſons may hope to give in falſe Informations undiſcover'd. 


- fu/w. ' Tis not reaſonabie toſuppole that any, Man will perjure 
himſelf.in order. to. the, conviting-another, when he can thereby 
oy ed By m4 ; (And, this is, the | more unlikely ever 
to happen,\. when ſuch a falſe Informer runs:ſo great hazard-of .be- 
ing found guilty. of-pexjury and-being ſeverely puniſh't for/ic. For 
there is. no. Man that is-confiaus of his own Innocence but wou'd 


proſecute.ſuch a-perjur'd perſon to the utmoſt, .and if he engage 


todo ſo, .heimay-know his Name., 
if it beireply*d,. Zhat if « falſe luformer prfatively pert in his Ac- 
 euſation and. the perſon accas d have wo Witneſs or other Evidence. to 
oppoſe thereto, he ſeems left without Remedy. | 
-Tothis I nced only anſwer, this Oizefion: concerns the 4 it 
ſelf, -and nat ,this particular manyer ot executing it. The, Law. 
wakers for the more cfictual ;lupprefiion of thele Vices have 


madga 


for 4 Crime, without having bis Accuſer brought oby 
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"made the Iaformation upen'Oarb of one witneſs, ſufficient to' eonvitt 
an Offender, becauſe they fuppos'd'no man wou'd falſly'upon Oarh 
.accuſe another of ſuch a Crime that has no hope to'reap any ads 
vantage from the Penalty. ' Eſpecially when a perjur'd Informer 
runs ſo great hazard of being deteRed, as will in all probability 
deter hin from this dangerous way of executing ſo poor a Revenge; 
fince his Perjury can expoſe the accuſed perſon to very ſmall dam- 
mage in compariſon of the Puniſhment he' runs the risk of, if the 
Accuſer ſhou'd clear his Innocence. 

*Others objeft, That this way of clandeſtine Informations is very un 
fair and diſhonourable. 'Tis like flabbing a man behind his back. 
Whereas the Informer ſhow'd in civility firſt caution the Offender, and 
try "what a'gentle admenition "will ds, before he uſe this rougher, 
method of reforming him. At leaft he ſhou' d have the courage to aveiv 
what he'dbs, and not te it in ſo ſneaking and clandeſiine a way. 

Anſw. 1:'If the [nformer be well acquainted with the Offendor 
it-may be very adviſable firſt ro try this gentler way of Admoniti- 
o% and Reprodf. 

'2. Bur as rhis 4# is chiefly defign'd for the reclaiming of Com- 
mon Swearers, and 'tis thoſe — that fall -under the Laſh of it, 
ſo it may be reaſonably preſum'd, that ſuch are paſt the hope of 
being 'reform'd by meer good Advice; and are ſen{ible'of no othet 
Argument but what touches their Tritereſl ; 'And the 'Law pives e'tn 
ſufficient warning*of the 'danger they run'in \reſpett 'of 'thar 
by theſe crimes. 

3. 'Tis not'becauſe Teformers are aſham'd of what they do, that 
they defire to paſs undiſcover'd, but becauſe they wou'd obviate 
feveral Inconyeniences that fuch' diſcovery of their' Names wou'd 
occaſion'to the' real -diſadvantape of the 4 jr'ſelf, as well as to 
their own particular prejudice. ('Of which 1 ſhall 'have occaſion 

to make ſome mention'in whar follows. ) | 

And as I can diſcern no ſolid weight'in'theſe 04je4ons apainſt 
concealing the Inſormers Name, 1o'on the other hand, *tis undeny* 
ably evident that this method is every way moſt conducive to at 
rain the deſipn of the 4 by the entire ſupprefſion of theſe abo- 
minable Vices. -For K t. This 


we theſe to give in Informativ; 
ry = oh give in none. but- 77ue Infor» 


ned ſrom-thei! duty.by.the fear of Revengeor ill will, 
z0withat 


LIEY . 


EEE anhour. obliging themſelves to proſecute them for Perjury, which 
they may well ſuppoſe they'l ncycr attempt. when incapable of 
"*; Proving. it. 


Jyconveniences to.him, to the obfiruitting the defign of the Af, without 
axy. real. confiderable aduantage to the Party accuſed. 

If the /uformer's Name be conſtantly. diſcover'd,. he is thereby 
needlefly expaſd to the Malice; and Revenge. of the Offender, to 
whom. he. intends. thereby a real ſervice, So-that in all probabi- 
lity he will make the moſt of thoſe he convifts, . his Enemys; how- 
ever-he do.truly-herein at the part of a ſincere Friend to them, 


from doing their duty, and render others c00. ſlack and cold in it. 


Will be over, and the, 4A gradually loſe it's-force, 8nd theſe Inſo- 
lent ſinners as dacingly outbrave the Law of: Man 2s they have hi- 
therto done the Law of God. - So that we may ſoon expect: that 


ders may. fin with greater hope of Impunity. ( Which is the ve- 
ry. miſchicf which-the AQt-is deſign'd te obviate), For it the /s- 


real for the benour of. Almighty. 
kichthe accuſed perſons may. eaſily upon reflexion . 

emſelyes.; . fo. they-will be under.no Temptation. 
thoſe they accuſe cannot learn their Names. 


2. The difernery.of the Iyformer's Name will be attended with great 


And no-deubr the proſpe& of this will greatly diſcourage many. 
And it once /nforwations. be.diſcourag'd;, The Terror of the penalty. 


theſe pernicious vices will like.a Torrent,. that has broke down a . 
reak:Nigue,, return, upon ug with a mare ircefiſtible yiolenco. 
"An e -Inconveniences to the /vferwer are attended With no 
real conſiderable advantage.ro the Accuſed Party; unleſs we take 
it for-an advantage that by. diſcouraging Informations, theſe Offen:- . 


ation he true, what, is the Offender the better for knowing. who 
giyes.it2. . He may thereby indeed underſtand whom to leyel his . 
lpjte againft;. Or. he may kgow. whoſe company he ſhou'd ſhun or... 


ſtand _- 


ſtand on'his-guard js ;-and it 
care. to ſwear only: in ſuch com 
But if the /nformetion be falſe, the perfownec: 
fatisfattion of knowingwhom to proſecute 2Spy 
if- he will engape to do ir. . iz, i ONE hg, EY 
I ſhall only add, that I hope what I have here ſupyo ee awiſinor © 
tempt the Swearers and Curſers of the Age to con OS 
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ſhou'd go unpuniſhe, For I doubt not they will find ſo many ina © 


ſpir'd with Zeal in-ſo juſt a Cauſe, as will ſoon convince them; % 
theſe Vices ſhall not eſcape the penalty of the Law for want of Dy 
open Informations. However ſome timorous and lukewarm perſons 
may, decline: their duty, there are others that are more juſtly a- 
fraid of being acceſſary to their guile by concealing it- and: conni--- 
Ving at it. 
Upon the whole, If now both Magefrates and private perſons - 
wou'd but heartily join their Endeavours; the /atter by faithfully 
giving, and the former by prudent encouraging and countenancing 
Isformations, We may hope toſee theſe crying Impictys of the Age | 
effcQually ſuppreſst, that have been ſo long the ſcandal and bane . 
of our holy Religion, and the fruitiul ſource of our publick Cala» : 
mity's. Whereas if Magi/trates diſcourage and frown upon [rfor- 
mers, and their Zeal decline in giving Evidence againſt Offenders, 
we may juſtly tear theſe hainous provecations will revive, and riſe 
to as deſperate a height as ever, and in'deſpite of the Law reign as 
uncontrol'd'as before. And what can we reaſonably conclude from 
thence, , but that ſuch renewed profanation of the boly Name and 
defiance of the terrible Fuftice of Almighty God," will draw down 
heavyer Judgments upon us then we have yet felt. For the Jafice + 
ot Ged will net always be out dar'd by the Wickedneſs of Men;* 
But it they are #corr igible in Sinving, he will be inexorable in Pw-- 
xiſhing. . For (to apply to our ſelves the remarkable words of 
that pious Reformer Ezra 9. 13, 14.) /” after all that is come - 
upow us for our evil deeds and our great treſpaſs ( wherein God has 
yet. puniſh't us far lels then our "—g deſervd) and after ſo gle. 
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— "coef we look for but that a righteous God '1 08 Y "bet a 
* "ll be have conſumd us," ſo that there foou dl b#"mo "remnant marenne-"y 
© gſeaping." For' in this caſs our publick fins wou'd-be' atrenitieds * 
'With two of the higheſt aggravations we &n wellconceive, 'a2: 
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Heaven. upon: an- unwerthy People. 
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; of God's terrible Judgments, and' the -vileſt 
kable - Favours as were + ever beſtow'd by! , 
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